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two halves, one of which belonged to Spain and one to Portugal,
made it impossible for the Spaniards to visit the * slave coast*
themselves. The actual business of buying and transporting this
black merchandise was therefore left to the Portuguese. But as
soon as the power of the Portuguese had been broken by the Eng-
lish and the Dutch, slave-running became a monopoly of these
two Christian nations. They continued to provide all the world
with their c black ivory' (as the Bristol and London merchants
playfully called it) until 1807, when Parliament finally passed a
Bill making the traffic in slaves a felony punishable with a fine and
deportation. But it was a long time from 1517 until 1807 and until
even afterwards, for slave-smuggling continued in spite of all the
English warships until 1833, w^cn ^c British Parliament voted
^20,000,000 to compensate the slave owners in British colonies
for emancipating their slaves. It did not fully come to an end until
the early axties of the nineteenth century, when practically all
European and American nations had abolished slavery definitely
(the Argentine abolished it in 1813, Mexico in 1829, U.S.A. in
1863, Brazil in 1888).
How important tie trade was in the eyes of Europe's rulers and
statesmen is proved by the efforts they made to gain a monopoly
of the slave traffic for the sole benefit of their own country. The
refusal of Spain to continue a slave contract, thus far held by a few
English merchants, even led to a war between England and Spain;
and one of the stipulations of the famous peace treaty of Utrecht
definitely transferred the West India slave monopoly from the
Dutch to the English. Not to be outdone, the Dutch, who in 1620
had landed the first African slaves on Virginian soil, hastened to
avail themselves of a law passed during the reign of William and
Mary which had opened up the slave trade with the colonies to all
the nations of the world. Indeed the Dutch West India Company,
which through its scandalous neglect was responsible for the loss
of Nicuw Amsterdam, only escaped bankruptcy because it made
so much money out of its traffic in slaves*
We have very few statistics upon the subject, for the slavers
were usually not the sort of men who took a scientific interest in
their business; but those we have arc appalling. The French